
INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY
ITS CRAFTING AND IMPLEMENTATION  

ONLINE COURSE 



Learn About

Identify

- General ideas and specific instances that have shaped
India’s foreign policy apparatus.
- Institutional frameworks and bureaucratic processes.
- Key drivers and compulsions behind India’s foreign policy.

- Key policy actors and institutions – their roles and
responsibilities.
- Causal relationships among a multitude of variables that
influence India’s foreign policy.

The Council for Strategic and Defense Research (CSDR) offers
you our updated and revised course on India’s foreign
policymaking. This second iteration is aimed at graduate
students, researchers, and mid-career professionals from India
and abroad. This advanced, multi-module program will enable
participants to critically analyze Indian foreign policy responses
to current geopolitical trends informed by history and empirical
evidence. The course, led by seasoned practitioners, unpacks
and clarifies the famously opaque institutional and bureaucratic
mechanisms of India’s foreign policymaking.

WHY THIS COURSE?



Understand

Explain

Anticipate

- The inner workings of the foreign policy decision making in
India.
- Where theory meets practice.
- Fundamentals of ‘crisis management’ and Track I
Diplomacy.
- The role of domestic politics in India’s foreign policy

- India’s diplomacy in the region and beyond.
- India’s choices at multilateral forums, its strategic
partnerships, and outreach.
- India’s crisis response.

- The future trajectory of India’s foreign policy.
- Changes in India’s foreign policy in response to
geopolitical transformations.

Last date for Applying: 10th January 2023
Course Begins: 14th January 2023
Course Ends: 3rd February 2023

Read more  

Apply Now

https://csdronline.org/indian_foreign_policy/indian-foreign-policy-its-crafting-and-implementation
https://csdronline.org/online_courses_applynow/indian-foreign-policy-its-crafting-and-implementation


Instructors 



Amb. TCA Raghavan 
Former Diplomat

Prof. C Raja Mohan
Senior Fellow 

Asia Society Policy Institute
 

Amb. Talmiz Ahmad
Former Diplomat

Amb. Ajay Bisaria
Former Diplomat

Amb. Vijay Gokhale
Former Foreign Secretary

Amb. Vivek Katju
Former Diplomat

Amb. (Dr) Mohan Kumar
Former Diplomat

Amb. Riva Ganguly Das
Former Diplomat

Amb. D B Venkatesh Varma
Former Diplomat

Suhasini Haidar
National Editor and Diplomatic Affairs

Editor, The Hindu

Amb. Rakesh Sood
Former Diplomat

VAdm Anil K Chawla
Former Commanding-in-Chief

Southern Naval Command

Dr. Happymon Jacob
Associate Professor, JNU 



Course Structure



Course Introduction

Ambassador Rakesh Sood, Course Curator, will
lay down the learning objectives and vision of this
course. 

The MEA at home: Structures &
Functions 

In this session, Ambassador Vivek Katju will
examine the institutional mechanisms and
bureaucratic processes that shape the MEA’s
functioning and the chain of command in foreign
policy decision making. He will also highlight the
current divisions of MEA while also analysing the
divisions that have come up over the past decade.
The dynamics between these divisions and other
branches of government such as PMO, R&AW and
other Ministries (MOD,MOC, MOF, etc.) will be
explored in the session.

Formative ideas of India’s foreign policy
making

The primary objective of this session is to explore
ideas that have persisted in India’s foreign policy
thinking. It will explore how historical, cultural and
social factors have impacted Indian foreign policy
thinking to result in operative elements such as -
Non alignment, Strategic Autonomy, Nuclear
minimalism, civilian control over the military etc.

Day 1: 
14.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 2: 
15.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 3: 
16.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST
DBC



Formative structures of India’s foreign
policy making

Amb. TCA Raghavan will probe the origins of India’s
foreign policy apparatus in this introductory
session. The session will investigate the origins of
the MEA and in particular analyse colonial sinews,
inherited structures, and institutional predecessors
of the MEA. The role of India’s engagement with
the international order and institutions in shaping its
Forgien policy apparatus will be examined.
Additionally, key individuals and events that
influenced India’s foreign policy structures will be
identified.

The MEA abroad: Evolving Instruments
of Diplomacy 

In session Amb. Ajay Bisaria will address India's
diplomatic missions in other countries and
international institutions. The session will also
highlight the main instruments of diplomacy that
India adopts abroad including the recent Vaccine
diplomacy initiative, Lines of credit in Bangladesh,
Military and Naval diplomacy. The mechanisms
adopted by India to deploy these instruments in its
foreign missions will be discussed as well.

 

Day 4: 
17.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 5: 
18.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

India’s Immediate Eastern
Neighbourhood
 
Amb. Riva Ganguly Das will discuss India's
relationships with its immediate Eastern neighbours
and their strategic significance to India during this
session. India’s management of multilateral
frameworks such as BIMSTEC and ASEAN, its
approach to the BBIN states and its future approach
to engage with Southeast Asian states will be key
focus areas.

Day 6: 
19.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST



India’s Immediate Western
Neighbourhood: Pakistan & Afghanistan

In this session Amb. Rakesh Sood will focus on
India’s dealings with two states in its immediate
periphery, and the complex dynamics of each. It
seeks to probe the degree of India’s dependency on
Pakistan and Afghanistan for its engagement with
Central Asia. The influence of Indo-Pak relations on
Afghanistan in India’s regional strategy will be
explored in the session while also highlighting the
main drivers for India’s engagement with Taliban and
the possibility of a long term strategy. 

India’s Extended Western Neighbourhood

Amb. Talmiz Ahmad will discuss India's Western
engagement beyond Pakistan and Afghanistan in this
session. West Asia’s prominence to India, the
evolution of India’s dealings with West Asian states
such as Israel, Iran, UAE and KSA and how it
diplomatically balances itself when dealing with
states who are hostile to each other are some of the
themes that will be explored in this session. India’s
role in West asian groupings like GCC will be
investigated as well.

India and the Great-Power Game 

In this session Prof. C Raja Mohan,will focus on how
India manoeuvres through the geopolitical tussle
among great powers such USA, Russia and China.
The session will expand on the diplomatic tools
utilised by India to maintain its strategic relationship
with Russia, along with the USA and also how India
pushes its interests with these two powers to deal
with China. India’s measures of protecting its
regional strategy from great power competition will
be examined. 

Day 7: 
20.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 8: 
23.01.23
1730 - 1930 hrs IST

Day 9: 
24.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST



India’s Evolving Relationship with China
 
In this session Amb. Vijay Gokhale will explore India’s
contemporary relationship with its biggest regional
neighbour – China. The session will trace the
evolution of India’s relationship with China over the
last decade while also addressing the diplomatic tools
used by India. One of the foundational questions it
will answer is whether there is strategic vision in New
Delhi over the future of the India-China relationship.
India’s means of engagement with China at
multilateral forums such as the SCO, BRICS, ADB, etc,
while dealing with a Chinese security threat will be
addressed in the session.

Diplomatic Successes – Trade
 
The diplomatic successes Indian foreign policy has
witnessed in the domain of trade is the central theme
of this session instructed by Amb. Mohan Kumar. He
will probe how geo-economics is evolving at the
regional and global levels. The session will also
expand on India’s landmark trade agreements with
other states in the last decade, India’s approach to
trade negotiations at bilateral and multilateral levels
and the challenges faced at these forums. Key
questions about India’s perception of economic
frameworks such as RCEP and IPEF’s trade pillar and
the country’s approach to ensure supply chain
resilience in key areas will be expanded in the session.

.

 India's engagement with the global
climate regime

This session shall explore the diplomatic successes of
Indian foreign policy in climate negotiations. Key aims
of this session include understanding India’s general
attitude towards contemporary agreements
pertaining to climate change, India’s traditional
approach to COP Summits and how India
diplomatically approaches with Western nations in
the context of emission levels. 

Day 10: 
25.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 11: 
26.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 12: 
27.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST
DBC



Interpreting Indian Diplomacy in the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine War

Hosted by Amb. Rakesh Sood and instructed by 
Amb. DB Venkatesh Varma this will be an interactive
case study discussion that is aimed at helping students
utilise their learnings from the previous sessions. This
interactive session addresses India’s diplomatic
manoeuvring through the Russia-Ukraine war. The
discussion will probe key questions such as the
challenges for India from the war, the rate of India’s
success in protecting its independent interests by not
formally condemning Russia and whether India can
emerge as an arbiter between Russia and Ukraine.

 

The Indo-Pacific: A New Frontier for Indian
Foreign Policy 

Instructed by Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla this session
aims to focus on the Indo-Pacific as a distinct arena for
Indian diplomacy. India’s current Indo-Pacific strategy
and the key security challenges in the region will be
addressed. It shall answer crucial questions such as
how much of India’s Indo-Pacific policy is guided by
concerns related to China and how India aims to
leverage the Indo Pacific framework to protect its
interests in the Indian Ocean Region.

Reporting on Foreign Policy

In this session Suhasini Haidar will will delve into how
the media interprets and subsequently reports
developments relating to India’s foreign policy. Key
terminologies and its interpretation will be highlighted
in this session.

Day 13: 
28.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 14: 
29.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 15: 
30.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST
DBC



Writing on Indian Foreign Policy

In this session Dr.Happymon Jacob will talk about
how researchers, experts, and analysts should
write about Indian Foreign policy and elaborate
on the key tools that can be used to improve both
structure and substance.

Concluding Session

This session is intended to allow course
participants to discuss their key takeaways with
the course curator.

Day 16: 
31.01.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Day 17: 
01.02.23
1730 - 1900 hrs IST

Simulation Exercise

Details to be shared with selected participants. 

Day 19
02.02.23
TBA

Simulation Exercise

Details to be shared with selected participants. 

Day 20
03.02.23
TBA



The course is designed to be an interactive experience to facilitate
deliberation. This is principally what distinguishes our course from a
series of ‘talks’. It ensures that there is a sufficient degree of
interaction between the speaker and the participants. The structure
of the course, and the flow of sessions, ensure that participants are
constantly aware of the inter-relation between different aspects of
India’s foreign policy.

Our approach is to cut straight to core issues and empirical data in
ways that are relevant to foreign policy challenges in the real world.
Each module is envisioned to strike a clear balance between
disseminating essential facts, describing overarching trends, and
focusing on the broader significance of specific events.

Two days of Simulation Exercises, a detailed discussion of cases and
some interactive sessions on subjects like – ‘Diplomatic Dealings
with China’ & ‘ India and the Geopolitical Game’ are designed to
present the drivers behind India’s foreign and security policy. Our
carefully curated concise readings for the course aim to provide a
baseline understanding of key aspects prior to the commencement
of the course.

OUR PEDAGOGY



Last Date for Applying: 10th January 2023
Course Begins: 14th January 2023
Course Ends: 3rd February 2023
Course Fee: INR 25000 (including GST) for
Indian Nationals, and $500 for Foreign
Nationals.

Read more  

Apply Now

Enquiries: courses@csdronline.org

https://csdronline.org/indian_foreign_policy/indian-foreign-policy-its-crafting-and-implementation
https://csdronline.org/online_courses_applynow/indian-foreign-policy-its-crafting-and-implementation
http://csdronline.org/


“This course has helped me improve my
understanding of the structure of the
MEA. I now know how the MEA
functions and how it interacts with other
government agencies. I learned how the
government manages diplomatic crises
and why India took various foreign
policy decisions.”

Ankita Bharadwaj
PhD Student 
Department of Political Science, Dibrugarh University

“The course helped me understand how
India's interests are represented and
secured on the international stage. I also
now understand the why and how of
foreign policy decision-making. I found
the reading materials extremely useful. I
was able to read a vast amount of
course-specific literature within 3 weeks.
This was definitely a positive aspect.” 

Sreesh S.
Daksha Fellow
Independent Consultant—Commercial Litigation and
Advisory

FEEDBACK ON THIS COURSE

“It was an excellent course for a
person like me who aspires to join the
Indian Foreign Services. This course is
a must for others like me!”

Sanya Sharma
Graduate Student, Govt KRG College, Gwalior
Civil Services Aspirant 

4.7/5

"Very Satisfied"



“The course was conducted brilliantly  -
the punctuality that was observed, the
structure of the sessions and most
importantly - the interactive sessions at
the end of each lecture.
Apart from having in-depth learning
about Indian foreign policy, the course 
 helped me sharpen my analytical skills 
 and expand my reading and research
skills.” 

Tanya Patwardhan
LLB Student, Bal Apte College, Mumbai

“From understanding the structural
functioning of the MEA to learning
about complex issues on foreign trade,
negotiations, and intelligence, this
course has taught it all. Each session
provided valuable insights on an array of
topics, thus expanding my perspective
on how Indian foreign policy works. 
As an undergraduate student interested
in this topic, I would dwell arbitrarily on
various aspects. This course has given
me clarity and helped me connect
theory to practice.”
Navneet Sharma
Graduate Student, Madras Christian College

“This course has helped me learn
different perspectives from experienced
practitioners. It has helped me
understand the complexities of Indian
Foreign Policymaking and its
implementation.” 

Hritik Bhasin
Business Administration Professional 

FEEDBACK ON OUR COURSES


